
Principal’s Message From the Desk of  Ms. Carlson 

April 1, 2011 

Issue 8 

Coming Events 2 

Lost and Found 3 

Scholastic Book Fair 4 

Alberta Health Services 7 

April Calendar 10 

May Calendar 11 

  

Inside this issue: 

Special points of interest: 

• May achievement test schedule included 

• Scholastic Book Fair 

 

Box 59 
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To receive this newsletter      

electronically please log on 

to our website @ 

www.ralstonschool.ca and     

subscribe to newsletters. 

 

“April showers bring May flowers”.  I’m sure we are all looking forward to May flowers.   Even though we 

anticipate some rain, we can also look forward to some enjoyable events planned at Ralston School. We 

start off the month on April 1st and 2nd with our Ralston Badminton Tournament at Eagle Butte High 

School.  The Ralston School staff pitches in to make this a successful event.  Last year Ralston School 

staff ran the tournament and the concession.  There was an excellent turnout of players and all partici-

pants enjoyed the competition.  Any parents wishing to volunteer to assist at the tournament are encour-

aged to contact our Vice-Principal and badminton coach, Mr. Craven. 

The entire school will enjoy our visit from the Medicine Hat Interpretive Centre.  A school-wide activity, 

decorating Pysanka Eggs, will be enjoyed by all.  Mrs. Hansen is planning our upcoming Scholastic Book 

Fair on April 12th and 13th.  She always has a wonderful variety of books for the students to choose from. 

Our next assembly on April 15 @ 1:15 will be organized by our Junior High students.  The final character 

and citizenship theme for assemblies the remainder of this year will target Respect, Responsibility and 

Cooperation.   School staff integrates these themes into their daily planning of activities as much as possi-

ble. 

Mr. Spiers has initiated a fundraising event, “Pennies for Irvine”.  Many families living in Irvine continue 

to struggle as a result of last year’s flood disaster.  Some of these families still have not been able to return 

to their homes or lack the finances necessary to cover basic needs.  Our hope is to provide money to the 

Irvine community to compensate families in need with their purchase of school supplies in the upcoming 

school year.   Each grade classroom will obtain as many pennies as they can to donate to this cause. 

Easter vacation is just around the corner from April 22 to May 1.  Lots of warm destinations have been 

planned from what I hear. 

Pay it Forward cards are being awarded to students for performing acts of kindness or for demonstrating 

positive character traits.  After six names are collected on a card that has been paid forward for good 

deeds etc., the card will be placed into a draw.  Draws will be made at monthly assemblies and students 

whose names are on the card drawn will be awarded a pizza party. 

Many thanks are extended to the parents who joined us during Parent/Teacher interviews and/or toured 

the Science Fair.  Many hours of student work goes into this event and again, a wonderful grouping of 

projects and displays were the result.  Thank-you to Mr. Hawley for leading this event on behalf of the 

school.  Many thanks are also extended to the Division One teachers and their students for organizing the 

March assembly.  The K – 3 students did a wonderful job of celebrating our character virtues in the as-

sembly. 

Finally, parents wishing to have input into decisions made at the school are invited to attend our Parent-

Council meetings.  We have a wonderful group of parents who meet monthly.  Our next meeting is on 

Monday, April 4.  To include an item for discussion on the Parent-council meeting agenda, please let Deb-

bie Morgan know as far in advance as possible.  New members are always welcome. 



Coming Events  

May Achievement Test Schedule 

• Ralston Badminton Tournament at Eagle 

Butte School on April 1st and 2nd. 

• Parent Council meeting at the school on 

Monday, April 4th at 6:30. 

• Grade 9 Meningitis injections on Tuesday, 

April 5th. 

• Medicine Hat Interpretive Centre visiting 

the school on April 6th and 7th. 

• Inuit Presentation on April 8th.  K-4 at 

11:00 and Grades 5-9 at 12:45. 

• Kindergarten visiting Medicine Hat Inter-

pretive Centre on Tuesday, April 12th. 

• Scholastic Book Fair on Tuesday, April 

12th all day and on Wednesday, April 13th 

in the morning only. 

• Assembly on Friday, April 15th at 1:15. 

• Subway Day on Friday, April 15th. 

• Earth Day on Thursday, April 21st. 

• Safety City visiting Kindergarten and Grade 

One on Thursday, April 21st. 

• School will be closed on Friday April 22nd 

for Easter Break.  Classes resume on Mon-

day, May 2nd.  
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Tuesday, May 17th  Grade 3 English Language Arts Part A 

Wednesday, May 18th  Grade 6 English Language Arts Part A 

Thursday, May 19th  Grade 9 English Language Arts Part A 

Re:  Around the School Yard - Video Newsletter 

Date:  February 3, 2011 

 

Please click on the link below to watch the latest 
version of the Prairie Rose School Division 
Around the School Yard video newsletter.  Fea-
tured schools this month include Schuler, Oyen 
Public and Jenner. 

 

http://www.prrdweb.com/News.php?news_id=245
4 

 

The Prairie Rose Perspective - A Video Blog 

 

The latest edition of The Prairie Rose Perspective 
is now available online. 

 

NEW - Link for March 9, 2011 - Professional 

Development 

http://www.prrdweb.com/News.php?news_id=248
0 

 

 

Please check Ralston School Website for the 
above links as well. 

 

 

Congratulations to the Following Junior High 

Students Who Achieved 

Honor Roll for Term 2 

Cody Conner   Grade 9 

Alexandra Munro Grade 9 

Shawna Young Grade 9 

Kieran Smart  Grade 7 

Katelyn Fox  Grade 7 



LOST AND FOUND!!!!! 

ALL ITEMS NOT PICKED UP FROM THE LOST AND 

FOUND BY APRIL 6TH WILL BE DONATED TO  

“THE POST” 

PLEASE COME UP TO THE SCHOOL TO HAVE A 

LOOK AND SEE IF ANYTHING LOOKS FAMILIAR  

 

A big thank you to Jenna and Zoe Doyle’s 

Grandma for all the donated books!! 

Don’t forget about our book fair on April12th 

and 13th.  Please see poster included in the news-

letter. 

Mrs. Hansen 
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Scholastic Book Fair 

 

Tuesday, April 12th from 9:00—3:00 at the Ralston School Library 

Wednesday, April 13th from 9:00-12:00 at the Ralston School Library 

Cash, Visa, MasterCard and Cheques payable to Ralston School       

accepted. 

EVERYONE WELCOME!!! 
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Family School Liaison Worker 

 

Tanya Ridgedale, our Family School Liaison Worker is avail-

able for counseling services. Tanya is a social worker whose 

role is to provide counseling, referral, liaison and advocacy for 

students and/or their families who are experiencing difficul-

ties.  Students or families may choose to see Tanya about fam-

ily, school or personal issues. Tanya is available at the school 

all day on Tuesday’s and Thursday mornings.  Appointments 

can be made by contacting your child’s teacher or by calling 

Tanya  directly at 502-2126. 

 

 

 

Study Tips for Students and Parents 

Children need to learn how to study since it is not a process that comes naturally to most. Students often 
assume that simply reading the material or talking about it once is “studying” and that is not the case. Here 
are some tips to make studying a little easier: 

 

Listen carefully to the teacher – make an effort to pay attention and ask questions if you don’t 
understand. 

Remember what you hear – take your books home at night and review what you have learned quickly. 
The faster you do it, the more you will remember and the less you will have to CRAM later. 

For younger children – going over the alphabet, numbers with parents or reading or being read to on a 
regular basis is studying. These building blocks lay the foundation for future learning. 

Study effectively for tests – Oxford Learning Propriety – SQRCRC. 

S – Survey the headings, get the main idea first. 

Q – Question yourself what you want to learn. 

R – Read carefully for the detail. 

C – Cover the work. 

R – Recite what you read. 

C – Check to see how well you have done. 

 

E-mail Contacts 
Principal  

carol.carlson@prrd.ab.ca 
Secretary     

evelyn.squires@prrd.ab.ca 
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