
It is hard to believe that the end of 

the year is upon us!  The month of 

June is very busy with many field 

trips and year end trips in store for 

our students.  A number of our 

classes have various field trips 

planned and our junior high stu-

dents will have their annual camp-

ing trip as well.  Hopefully, the 

sunshine is here to stay! 

At the end of every year, it is al-

ways a great time to look back at 

the highlights and improvements  

we had so that we can plan for the 

next year.  We had a number of 

areas of success to acknowledge 

over the year starting with our 

Student Council. 

This year, we had a number of 

students from grades 5-9 take 

more interest in planning activities 

and making the school environ-

ment more fun for our students.  

Some of the things that students 

are involved in are Playground 

Patrol, and we have begun 

organizing a student lead Con-

flict Management group to 

mediate minor issues on the 

playground.  Students from grades 

5-9 will be trained in basic conflict 

management techniques and will 

help students resolve minor issues 

on the playground under the 

watchful eyes of our supervisors.  

This represents a great opportu-

nity for students to exercise leader-

ship skills and to contribute to the 

school community as a volunteer. 

Our School Council was busy 

reorganizing and setting a clear 

direction in terms of fundraising.  

Often the frequency of new post-

ings means that we have few coun-

cil members who are with us for 

more than one year.  The chal-

lenge is to bring new members 

into the fold and to seamlessly 

carry on with operations.  This 

year our Members had numerous 

suggestions to streamline this 

process, and we have made great 

progress.  We thank these parents 

for their dedicated effort and sup-

port throughout the year!  Thanks 

to School Council for Burgers and 

snacks on Track and Field Day as 

well! 

Our collaborative relationships 

with CFB Suffield and BATUS 

benefit the school in many ways.  

Support from both Canadian and 

BATUS commanders and person-

nel made our Remembrance Day 

Ceremony second to none, and 

events like our school Track and 

Field Day are enhanced by assis-

tance from the military.  We thank 

them for their unwavering support 

of our school! 
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Our music program was en-

hanced by the addition of a 

Key Boarding Lab with key 

boards supplied by our School 

Council.  I am told that our 

music lab is one of the best  in 

the school division, and we 

are very pleased with the re-

sults of this program.  In fact, 

some of our students are 

performing at the Esplanade’s 

Kaleidoscope of Arts this 

Saturday.  Thank to Mrs. 

Duckmanton and her volun-

teers for making this program 

a great success! 

Sadly, we must say goodbye to 

many of our students and 

parents as personnel rotate in 

both militaries.  We wish 

everyone all the best in their 

new postings and welcome 

those coming to join us this 

summer.  Have a restful sum-

mer break, and we extend an 

invitation to all those leaving 

to keep in touch with us via e-

mail through our new school 

web site.  All the best in the 

summer! 

To receive this newsletter      

electronically please log on to 

our website @ 

www.ralstonschool.ca and     

subscribe to newsletters. 



Coming Events  

June Achievement Test Schedule 

• Track and Field Day for Grades 1-9 on Friday, May 29th. 

• Several Students from Grades 3/4/5 will be participating in 

the Kaleidoscope of Arts at the Esplanade on Saturday, May 

30th starting at 2:00. 

• Grade 9 Farewell on Friday, June 5th. 

• Subway Day on Friday, June 5th. 

• Anti-Gossip day on June 8th.  See page 5 for more details. 

• Junior High Camping trip on June 9th and 10th. 

• Native Presentation on Friday June 12th from 1:00-2:00 at 

Fort Whoop-Up. 

• The Student Union will be having a year-end BBQ on Friday, 

June 19th.  Order forms to be sent home early in June. 

• Grades 4-7 will be going to the Leisure Centre on Thursday, 

June 25th. 

• Grades 8&9 will be going to Police Point Park on Thursday, 

June 25th. 

• K-3 Awards on Thursday, June 25th at 9:00.  Everyone wel-

come to attend. 

• Grades 4-9 Award Assembly on Thursday, June 26th at 

11:00.  Everyone welcome to attend. 

• Kindergarten Fun Day on Friday, June 26th at 9:00. 
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June 16  Grade 3 Language Arts Achievement  Part B  

   Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement 

June 17  Grade 6 Language Arts Achievement Part B 

   Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement 

June 18  Grade 3 Math Achievement 

   Grade 6 Math Achievement Part B 

June 19  Grade 9 Language Arts Achievement Part B 

June 22  Grade 6 Science Achievement 

June 23  Grade 9 Science Achievement 

June 24  Grade 9 Math Achievement 

Library News 

Please note that all library 

books must be back by Friday, 

June 12th.   



NATIVE FESTIVAL 

The school is hosting a Native Festival Day.  There will be  

dancers, drummers and story tellers.  The local native 

group will be raising a Tee-Pee. 

 

A “not to be missed” experience for the children and parents. 

We will be offering refreshments and a raffle—so put the 

date on the calendar: 

 

June 12th at 1:00p.m at Fort Whoop-Up 

 



BACK TO SCHOOL REMINDERS 

FIRST DAY BACK TO SCHOOL  WILL 

BE MONDAY, AUGUST 31ST 

Registration for NEW students will take 

place on Monday, August 24th and Tuesday, 

August 25th from 9:00-12:00 at the school 

office. 

Grade Nine Farewell-Friday, June 5th  

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

In standing with tradition, Ralston School will be hosting a farewell celebra-
tion for the grade nine class.  The class, along with their families and teachers, 
will be attending a farewell barbeque and ceremony on Friday, June 5, 2009.  
The dinner will begin at 5:30 and will be served by volunteers from the grade 
eight class.  At 7:00 pm the class will be hosting a dance for all students from 
grades 6 to 9.  There will be a $5.00 fee to attend the dance for students who 
are not in grade nine. A small concession for snacks will be available until 
10:00 when the dance ends.  I would like thank the parents who have offered 
their help, as well as, RSM Budd and the G-3 team who are providing tents for 

the event. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the farewell, please contact myself, Mrs. 

Squires, or Mr. Kyle at the school. 

 

      Thanks, 

      Ms. Kennedy 



PROLONGED ABSENCES 

At Ralston School our mission statement is, “Preparing young minds; for the chal-

lenges of tomorrow.”  Therefore, daily attendance and punctuality is a work ethic 

that is encouraged, rewarded, and required for success toward achieving our goal. 

We understand due to the military nature of our school that student absences can-

not be avoided.  To ensure the academic success for our students we ask all parents 

to contact the school secretary and report all absences at least one week prior to 

leaving.  We also ask that students make arrangements with teachers, at least 3 

days prior to their departure, to collect all assignments.  It is important for parents 

and students to understand many classroom teachings cannot be recreated once 

missed. 

Upon returning from an absence, students must make arrangements to hand in 

missed work.  Work not completed in a timely manner will not be accepted.  

Teachers are not obligated to provide make-up work for unexcused absences or 

students not collecting their work. 

 

 

STOP THE GOSSIP!  

 

Gossip is defined as a rumor which specifically targets one individual and essentially only   
propagates within its friendship connections. Gossiping is common among children and adults, 
and it may seem like a harmless part of many every day conversations on the playground or over 
coffee. However, how fast and how far gossip can spread is unpredictable and the negative I 
mpacts on self esteem and friendships can be devastating. 

 

Please help us STOP THE GOSSIP! and make our school community a better place by joining in 
our effort to curb gossip by participating in our GOSSIP FREE DAY  on Monday, June 8th.      
Students will be participating in a number of activities to help curb gossip in our school          
community with the help of our school counselor, Mrs. Ridgedale.  Please help us STOP THE     

GOSSIP!  

 



 

 

 

 

Family School Liaison Worker 

Tanya Ridgedale, our Family School Liaison Worker 
is available for counseling services. Tanya is a social 
worker whose role is to provide counseling, referral, 

liaison and advocacy for students and/or their    
families who are experiencing difficulties.  Students 
or families may choose to see Tanya about family, 
school or personal issues. Tanya is available at the 

school on Monday’s.  Appointments can be made by 
contacting your child’s teacher or by calling Tanya  

directly at 502-2126. 

 

 

Study Tips for Students and Parents 

Children need to learn how to study since it is not a process that comes naturally to most. Students often 
assume that simply reading the material or talking about it once is “studying” and that is not the case. Here 
are some tips to make studying a little easier: 

 

Listen carefully to the teacher – make an effort to pay attention and ask questions if you don’t 
understand. 

Remember what you hear – take your books home at night and review what you have learned quickly. 
The faster you do it, the more you will remember and the less you will have to CRAM latter. 

For younger children – going over the alphabet, numbers with parents or reading or being read to on a 
regular basis is studying. These building blocks lay the foundation for future learning. 

Study effectively for tests – Oxford Learning Propriety – SQRCRC. 

S – Survey the headings, get the main idea first. 

Q – Question yourself what you want to learn. 

R – Read carefully for the detail. 

C – Cover the work. 

R – Recite what you read. 

C – Check to see how well you have done. 

E-mail Contacts 

Principal  

brad.kyle@prrd.ab.ca 

Secretary     

evelyn.squires@prrd.ab.ca 
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Please remember that areas around the 
school should not be used for walking 
your dogs.  These are areas used by  stu-
dents at the school for their outdoor ac-
tivities.  This also refers to the baseball 
field.  If you are using these  areas 

please remember to pick up after 

your dog.   

 

Ralston School Parent Council 
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