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As we move into the month of June, there are many events scheduled at Ralston 
School.  Among the many activities are field trips, various school-wide activities, 
and year end tests for our Grade 3, 6 and 9 students.  The students and staff will 
be very busy during the month of June. 

 

The school year has almost come to a close.  As I reflect upon the year, there are 
many people and groups who have contributed to the success of our students.  
Our parent council has been a group of dedicated individuals that have given 
their time and energy to contribute to school based and community events on 
behalf of the school.  Their commitment to our students is greatly appreciated. 

 

Our parents, teachers, and school support staff have also given their time to en-
sure that our students have had access to a well rounded array of activities.  Aca-
demics, drama, visual and musical arts, multiculturalism, athletics, second lan-
guage opportunities, and character education are only a sampling of the types of 
programs and activities that have been offered this year.  It requires energy, dedi-
cation and enthusiasm to ensure these opportunities are available and successful.  
Thank you for your support. 

 

Thanks are also extended to our students.  Each student that comes to Ralston 
School helps create the climate that we enjoy in our building every day.  We have 
watched you grow academically, but also see the progress that our students make 
in so many other ways.  Our students are the fabric of Ralston School and we are 
fortunate to have students who are respectful and hard working members of our 
school community. 

                                                                                                    cont…….. 

Special Points of Interest 

• Achievement Test Schedule 

• Grade 7 to Grade 9 Exam Schedule 

•  



Budget Details 

 

The pressure placed on the government over the last several weeks has worked.  Attached to this newsletter you will find a 
statement from our Superintendent, outlining the details of some increased funding to Prairie Rose schools over the next two 
years.  While this is very welcome information, it still falls short of what we were hoping for and will still require us to make 
some changes to how we operate our schools in Prairie Rose School Division.  Division wide, these changes will entail staff-
ing reductions, as well as decreased funding to schools, departments and programs.   

 

Staffing changes 

 

Ralston School is fortunate to have a committed group of staff members that provide our students with a rigorous academic 
program.  Miss. May will be leaving Ralston School to move to Australia to continue her teaching career.  This will be an 
exciting journey for Miss. May and we wish her all the best in her upcoming school year.  Mr. Hawley, who has been teach-
ing at Ralston School forever… ok, not forever….for 20 years…is retiring.  Mr. Hawley will now have more time to spend 
with his first recently born grandchild.  He will also, no doubt, be enjoying some painting and travel.  It will be a different 
place here without Mr. Hawley as he has become a fixture at Ralston School.  Best wishes to Miss. May and Mr. Hawley. 

 

It is still too early to determine who will be joining us on staff for next year; however, we are confident that we will be able 
to bring talented professionals to our staff to further extend the learning and programming opportunities for our students 
next year. 

 

Grade 9 Year Farewell 

 

Our grade 9 Farewell is quickly approaching.  On Friday, June 24, students in grade 9 will be participating in a Potluck and 
Dance.  While it is a celebration of their time at Ralston School, it is also a celebration of what the future holds for each one 
of our Grade 9 students.  We wish you all the best and hope you have fond memories of your time here.  Good luck, Fare-
well and all the best in high school!!   

Awards Day and Early Dismissal 

Our Awards days this year will be on Monday June 27th for Division One students and Tuesday June 28th for Division Two 
and Three students.  June 28th is also the last school day for students before they head off for summer holidays.  At the con-
clusion of the assembly, after students receive their awards and their final report cards, they are welcome to go home with 
their parents.   For those students who remain at the school, we will be dismissing students at 2pm.   

 

Finally, please mark Wednesday August 31st on your calendar as the first day of school for students for next year.  If any 
students are planning to move over the summer and will not be attending Ralston School in the fall, please contact the 
school so that we can make appropriate arrangements ahead of time. 

 

On behalf of the staff and students of Ralston School, I would like to wish you all a fantastic summer holiday.  Farewell to 
all of our grade 9 students who will be moving on to a new stage in their lives with high school.  We wish you all the best.  
And, welcome to all of our new families and students that will be joining us for the first time next year.  Ralston School is 
looking forward to having you become part of our school community.  Best wishes to everyone for a safe and restful sum-
mer holiday. 

 

Important Note:  In order to prepare for exams, regular afternoon review classes will run for 
all Junior high students. This will help best prepare our students for this very busy time.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school at (403) 544-3535. 

 

Ms. Carlson      Mr. Craven 

Principal      Vice-Principal 
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Coming Events  

June Achievement Test Schedule 

• Kindergarten trip to Bow Island on Thursday, June 9th. 

• Kindergarten Sports Day on Friday, June 10th at 1:00 p.m. 

• Grades 1-5 Sports Day on Friday, June 10th at 9:00 a.m. 

• Grade 4 Parents invited to help with craft on Tuesday, June 

14th in the afternoon. 

• Grade 2 Trip to Medicine Hat on Wednesday, June 15th. 

• Taco in a Bag day on Friday, June 17th. 

• Kindergarten Father’s Day Breakfast on Friday, June 17th at 

9:00 a.m. 

• Calgary Philharmonic Society concert at the school on Friday, 

June 17th from 12:45 pm. to 1:30 p.m. 

• Grade 6 Trip to Elkwater on Monday, June 20th. 

• Grade 4-6 trip to Leisure Centre on Wednesday, June 22nd. 

• Kindergarten trip to Echodale Farm on Wednesday, June 

22nd. 

• Grade 3 Trip to Calgary Zoo on Thursday, June 23rd. 

• Grade 9 Farewell on Friday, June 24th. 

• K-3 Awards Assembly on Monday, June 27th at 9:00 in the 

school gym. 

• Grades 4-9 Assembly on Tuesday, June 28th at 9:00. 

• Last day of school for students on Tuesday, June 28th. 
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June 14  Grade 3 Language Arts Achievement Part B 

  Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement 

June 15  Grade 6 Language Arts Achievement Part B 

June 16  Grade 3 Math Achievement 

  Grade 6 Math Achievement  

June 17  Grade 6 Science Achievement 

June 22  Grade 9 Language Arts Achievement Part B 

June 23  Grade 9 Science 

June 24  Grade 9 Math Achievement  

June 27  Grade 9 Social Studies 

Around the School Yard - Video Newsletter 

Date:  May 6, 2011 

 

Please click on the link below to watch the latest 
version of the Prairie Rose School Division 
Around the School Yard video newsletter.  Fea-
tured schools this month include New Brigden, 
Margaret Wooding and South Central High. 

 

http://www.prrdweb.com/News.php?news_id=26
92 

 

The Prairie Rose Perspective - A Video Blog 

From:  Division Office 

 

The latest edition of The Prairie Rose Perspec-
tive is now available online. 

 

 

NEW - Link for May 13, 2011 - Edwin Parr - 

Scott Raible 

 

http://www.prrdweb.com/News.php?news_id=27
36 
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BACK TO SCHOOL REMINDERS 

FIRST DAY BACK TO 

SCHOOL  WILL BE          

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31st  

Registration for NEW students will 

take place on the following days from 

9:00-12:00 at the school office: 

August 24th, 25th and 26th 

Please remember to bring the follow-

ing: 

• Birth Certificate 

• Copy of Visitor Visa (if applica-

ble) 

• School records from previous 

school 

 

 

 
GIRLS AGES 3+ 

Join the coolest game on ice!! 

Ringette Registration for 2011-2012 is at the Hockey Hounds Arena 

Thursday, June 9th  6pm—9pm 

Sunday, June 12   1pm—4pm 

Monday, June 27   6pm—9pm 

 

Ringette is ...Fun*Fitness*Friends*...Fantastic!! 
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Parent Council 

Parent Council will meet on June 13th at 6:30 p.m. at the 

school.  Every effort is made to limit the  meeting to one 

hour.  Please make every effort to attend this meeting if 

you wish to be involved with parent council next year! 

ALL PARENTS/GUARDIANS ARE WELCOME!! 

Should you have new business for council to consider, 

please put your ideas in writing and submit them at least 

10 days prior to the meeting.   

Please feel free to contact us in person anytime.  Debbie 

Morgan @ debbie_morgan@hotmail.com. 

Concerns or suggestions can also be dropped off in the 

Parent Council mailbox in the office or on the website at 

www.ralstonschool.ca 

Thank you for coming!! 



 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

We are getting close to summer holidays and I would like to thank the students and parents for 
another great year in the library. I would like to encourage students to keep reading during the 
summer months. The Public Libraries in Medicine Hat and Ralston are well equipped to keep you 
reading all summer long.   

 

The last day the library will be open will be on Tuesday, June 14th.  All books must be returned by 
Friday, June 10th. 

 

Also a big thank you to all the parents who donated books to the library.  It was greatly appreci-
ated!!! 

 

 

 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND WE WILL SEE YOU ALL IN 
THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR!! 

 

MRS. HANSEN 
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Family School Liaison Worker 

Tanya Ridgedale, our Family School Liaison Worker is avail-

able for counseling services. Tanya is a social worker whose 

role is to provide counseling, referral, liaison and advocacy for 

students and/or their    families who are experiencing difficul-

ties.  Students or families may choose to see Tanya about fam-

ily, school or personal issues. Tanya is available at the school 

all day on Tuesday’s and in the morning on Thursday’s.  Ap-

pointments can be made by contacting your child’s teacher or 

by calling Tanya directly at 502-2126. 

 

 

 

Study Tips for Students and Parents 

Children need to learn how to study since it is not a process that comes naturally to most. Students often 
assume that simply reading the material or talking about it once is “studying” and that is not the case. Here 
are some tips to make studying a little easier: 

 

Listen carefully to the teacher – make an effort to pay attention and ask questions if you don’t 
understand. 

Remember what you hear – take your books home at night and review what you have learned quickly. 
The faster you do it, the more you will remember and the less you will have to CRAM latter. 

For younger children – going over the alphabet, numbers with parents or reading or being read to on a 
regular basis is studying. These building blocks lay the foundation for future learning. 

Study effectively for tests – Oxford Learning Propriety – SQRCRC. 

S – Survey the headings, get the main idea first. 

Q – Question yourself what you want to learn. 

R – Read carefully for the detail. 

C – Cover the work. 

R – Recite what you read. 

C – Check to see how well you have done. 

E-mail Contacts 

Principal  

carol.carlson@prrd.ab.ca 

Secretary     

evelyn.squires@prrd.ab.ca 
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Please remember that areas around the 

school should not be used for walking 

your dogs.  These are areas used by  stu-

dents at the school for their outdoor ac-

tivities.  This also refers to the baseball 

field.  If you are using these  areas 

please remember to pick up after 

your dog.   

 

Ralston School Parent Council 
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