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Ralston School staff flipped pancakes and cooked sausage for the “Meet the Teacher Pancake 

Breakfast” on September 15.  We enjoyed having an opportunity for our students to introduce us 

to their parents.  Thanks to our staff and students who pitched in to help organize the breakfast 

and thanks to our parents who attended. 

This school year start-up has been very busy for everyone at Ralston School.  Prairie Rose School 

Division staff have been learning new software programs (Pearson Power School) to track atten-

dance, manage student information, and track student grades.   Ralston School staff is also work-

ing on an Alberta Education pilot program initiative.  This pilot is called the Inclusive Education 

Planning Tool (IEPT) and is a program that helps teachers plan for accommodating individual 

student learning needs in regular classroom settings.  Thank you to our Grades 1 - 9 parents for 

completing the “Learning Inventories” for your children.   This will be part of the information 

teachers will input in the software program to develop a Learner Profile for your child.  We hope 

to have these complete and available by Parent/Teacher Interviews. 

Thank you to Mr. Blemings for securing RAZ Kids software for every grade in our school.  This 
will complement our guided reading program with online interactive ebooks and downloadable 
books.  You may visit the website to view samples of these books:  www.raz-kids.com/  
 
Thank you to Mrs. Carver for collating the Parent Volunteer forms and thanks to all of our par-
ents who volunteered to be on our list.  We now have a lengthy list of parents organized by the 
types of activities they wish to volunteer for… this is very convenient for our teachers when they 
need an extra set of hands.   
 
Mrs. Herrell and Mrs. McHugh have started making plans for the Remembrance Day service.  
They have asked for our military parents to send clearly labeled pictures of themselves to the 
school or come to the school on Monday, October 17th at 2:00 pm to have their pictures taken.  
These pictures will become part of a DVD titled, “We Salute Our Heroes”.  The DVD is being 
created to recognize military personnel and veterans in our community.  Also, we will be collect-
ing canned non-perishable items for a food drive that will benefit veterans.  The items will be 
dropped off on Thursday, November 10th, at the Royal Canadian Legion (Redcliff) for distribu-
tion. 
 
A big Thank you also goes out to Mr. Spiers for being generous with his time in creating an 
event DVD for our hallway TV for our students, parents, and staff to enjoy.  We are able to view 
slideshows of our students engaged in classroom and school-wide events.  Events currently fea-
tured include Student Council Spirit Days, Terry Fox Run (all grades), the Portraits of Honor 
field trip, and the Corps of Royal Engineers Band concert.   Even though about half of our Stu-
dent Council members are new to their roles, they are very enthusiastic and did a fabulous job in 
planning Spirit Week.  We appreciate their efforts!!  Please look to the Ralston School website for 
upcoming events planned by Student Council. 
   
Parent Council will be serving tea, coffee and cookies at assemblies.  Parent Council appreciates 
donations to continue to provide this service.  Our next parent council meeting is on November 
1, 2011, @ 6:30 pm.  Parent council will be selecting the following roles: Chairperson, Vice-
chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer.  If you wish to become involved, please come out to our 
next meeting. 
 
Mr. Craven and the Cross Country Track Team represented Ralston School very well at the 8th 
Annual Talons X-C Invitational.  Of the five categories entered, Ralston School athletes took 
First Place in three categories.  Congratulations to Ria Leask, George Brown and Ashley Brentley 
on their First Place finishes. 



Coming Events  

Notice for Military Parents 

"While we try to teach our 

children all about life, our 

children teach us what life is 

all about” 

• Division I led assembly on Friday, October 7th at 

2:15 p.m. 

• No School on Monday, October 10th for Thanksgiv-

ing Day. 

• Grade 3 trip to Dinosaur Park on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 12th. 

• FS2/Reception trip to Jenner Colony on Thursday, 

October 13th. 

• Grade 5 and 9 immunizations on Friday, October 

14th.  

• Military Parent pictures for Remembrance Day Pro-

gram on Monday, October 17th from 2:00-3:00. 

• Grades 7-9 at Medicine Hat Esplanade on Friday, 

October 14th for the performance of “The Outsid-

ers”. 

• No School on Monday, October 24th for profes-

sional development day. 

• Scholastic Book Fair on Tuesday, October 25th. 

• Halloween Costume parade on Monday, October 

31st at 1:15 in the gym. 

• Parent Council Meeting on Tuesday, November 1st 

at 6:30 in the school. 

If you know in advance that you will be leaving Ralston School, could you let 

Mrs. Squires at the school office know as soon as you can and I will have your 

children’s documents  ready to send along with you. 
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PARENTS 

It is extremely important that student information be kept up-do-date.  If 

you have moved recently or changed any personal information please let 

the school office know as soon as possible so we may update our records. 

Thank you very much! 

 

   

 

 

 

We have sent out school fee notices to the   

Canadian families.  These notices were sent out 

in midSeptember.  Please note that the fees are 

due by Friday, October 14th. The fee schedule 

can be found under school documents at 

www.ralstonschool.ca  

School Emergency Procedures 

As you may already know, Ralston has a District-wide 

Emergency Response Plan, which would be implemented 

in the event of a local disaster or school emergency.  The 

primary objective of the plan is to ensure the safety of your 

child. 

The Emergency Response Plan is a preparatory measure.  

Statistics show schools are still among the safest places to 

be on a day-to-day basis, due to the strong commitment of 

educators, parents, and communities to their children  Nev-

ertheless, disasters do happen and because of that no com-

munity can be complacent in its efforts to make its schools 

even safer.  For this reason we have implemented the Plan, 

so please do not be alarmed by this precautionary action.  If 

you wish to learn more about Hour Zero please feel free to 

visit the Prairie Rose School Division website at 

http://www.prrdweb.com/ 



Raptor Cross Country Team 

 

 

Our cross country team participated in the Eagle Butte Talon annual cross country run on Saturday, Octo-

ber 24th. 

Our team consisted of Caia Gagnon, Caitlin McCulloch, Megan Rook, Katelyn Fox, Dean Leask, Ashley 

Brentley, Niall Wright, Thomas Powley, Cameron Smart, Ty Kennedy, George Brown, Oscar Bilkey, 

Chloe Hemstead and Ria Leask. 

Congratulations to the team as they all performed extremely well!!  Congratulations to Ria Leask, George 

Brown and Ashley Brentley on their First Place finishes. 

Peer Pressure 

 

Whether it leads to pink hair or body piercing, peer pressure is a powerful reality! Peer groups impact 
much of teen’s decision-making. Research indicates that teens consider what their peer group will think of 
them. Peer pressure is as often positive as it is negative. Negative forces could lead to experimentation with 
tobacco, alcohol and illegal drugs. Parents have a tremendous influence over their children, especially teen-
agers. Here are some things parents can do:   

 

~Teach children how to refuse offers of cigarettes, alcohol and drugs through role-playing peer pressure 
situations 

~Talk to them about how to avoid undesirable situations 

~Let them know it is okay to seek an adult’s advice no matter how small or silly it seems 

~Nurture and encourage strong self-esteem (e.g. be generous with praise)  

 

 

If you would like more information on this or other topics please go online to 
www.aadac.com  to view the parent information series; How can I teach my young child to 
deal with peer pressure?  Or contact our toll free 24 hour hotline 1-866.332.2322. 
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“Parent Council is always looking for new fund-

raising ideas.  Please contact a parent council 

member or the school if  you have an idea to bring 

forward!! 
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Family School Liaison Worker 

Tanya Ridgedale, our Family School Liaison Worker is avail-
able for counseling services. Tanya is a social worker whose 

role is to provide counseling, referral, liaison and advocacy for 
students and/or their    families who are experiencing difficul-
ties.  Students or families may choose to see Tanya about fam-
ily, school or personal issues. Tanya is available at the school 
on Wednesday afternoons and all day Thursdays.  Appoint-
ments can be made by contacting your child’s teacher or by 

calling Tanya  directly at 502-2126. 

 

E-mail Contacts 

Principal  

carol.carlson@prrd.ab.ca 

Vice Principal 

boyd.craven@prrd.ab.ca 

Secretary  

evelyn.squires@prrd.ab.ca 
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Scholastic Book Fair taking place on  

Tuesday, October 25th  

Watch for Posters 

If anyone is interested in volunteering their help 

for the day please contact me at the school. 

Thank You!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to extend a special thank you to the BATUS Engineering Park for 

making the Reception Class some wonderful resources.  We greatly appreciate 

our new stage, puppet theatre, doodle board and lego table board.  Absolutely 

fantastic!!  Thank you so much!! 

 

We would also like to say a huge thank you to the Prairie Rose Club for their kind 

donation of  a selection of  toys.  Thank you for thinking of  us!! 
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